
A friendly reminder to all members: Your Membership badge should be visible on your person while on 
the range. By having your badge visible, we might encourage non-members to join up and enjoy the 
benefits that active membership has to offer. We also need to show the shooting public that there are a 
lot of us members at this club! If you need a badge, please contact Vice-President Kelly Loney to get a 
replacement. Her information is on the inside of the back page of this newsletter.  

Thank you for your involvement with the club :) 

SEPTEMBER 2011 

Hello all, as most of you know hunting season is in full swing and this newsletter is a little late due to 
myself wanting to chase elk. Earlier in the month the weather was way too hot and all of the Weyer-
haeuser and Hancock tree farm lands were closed due to extreme fire danger. We are hoping for a 
good rain so they can reopen ASAP. So as of now a lot of folks are having to put their early season 
hunts on hold until late season. I am lucky to have a few good hunting holes that are open so my 
hunt has not been affected as of yet. I have had a few close encounters with a few good bulls and 
even played with a spotted calf that was really young! On the archery front —-if any members have 
any input as to what kind of tournaments they would like to see at Skookum next year—just drop an 
email to any of the board members and we will try to accommodate you! Don’t forget the WSAA 
State Indoor FITA and the WSAA State Convention are both in October and we are hosting the state 
convention! And don't forget about the annual Halloween Shoot! Hope to see you there! 

Shoot Straight    >>>>—————> Andy 

Future hunter and club member Cameron Ludwig out in the woods 
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Hello again.  This month we are looking at some of the common accessories used on your body during the sport of archery. 

 
A finger tab is the most common finger protection used with bows.  It slips over the middle finger, protecting the fingers from the bow 
string.  A tab is usually made of leather or synthetic material.  In more advanced models, a platform may be included on the back of the 
tab to assist with anchoring point on the chin.  Another option is to use a leather glove.  It slips over the middle 3 fingers.  In many cases 

Finger tab    

Glove 

Releases (Warning!  These can cause serious damage to you and those around you if not used correctly – well, actually all archery is that 
way, isn’t it?)  A Caliper or wrist release wraps around your wrist and attaches to the string with jaws and is triggered by the index finger. 
The hand held release is much smaller in size, lighter in weight and triggered by using back tension, your thumb, or your pinky finger. 
There are numerous varieties of releases.  If you are considering one, do your research and then get some hands on time with an experi-
enced archer. 

Caliper 

Hand held  

Arm guards are used to protect your forearm or entire arm.  The bow string can give you a serious bruise (aka bow hickey) if you are not 
careful.   Arm guards are placed on the forearm that you are holding the bow with.  Many styles are available and made with leather, 
mesh, plastic, or metal.  They are placed on the arm with elastic, string, Velcro, or are slipped around the entire arm. 

leather with elastic plastic with elastic 

Chest protectors are used to protect your chest as well as keep your clothing away from the 
bow string when it is released.  They are placed around the side of the body that is holding the 
bow. 

leather with velcro 

Next month we will look at another portion of archery.  Until then, shoot straight and stay safe! 

 
~ Wendy Truitt 
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We need some volunteers to help acquire raffle and auction items for the Washington State 
Archery Association Annual Banquet in October.  The proceeds go towards funding archery 
education in the state, things like ASAP and NASP.  If people are interested, please contact 
Kelly Loney.  We really need assistance with this effort!  The board will be busy planning the 

event, and if some members could acquire the donations it will really help out!  WSAA is 
now a 501c-3 non-profit, so donations are tax deductible! 

 

Orting Red Hat Days Parade October 1st!! 

 

Our entry is "The Call of the Elk".  Gather in the field just north of the public safety building in Orting, on Washington between 
Bridge and Hardefelt Streets by 1 PM at the latest.  Parade starts at 1:30 PM. 

 

Wear camo or other hunting gear (maybe some medieval hunters from SCA even???), carry your bow, and bring your best elk 
calls if you have them.  We'll have some of you carrying the Skookum Archers banner out front, callers calling as we walk, and 
hopefully we can have some creative types also dressed in elk costumes cavorting to the calls.  I'm going to try to put together 
at least one cow and bull costume of some type, if someone else does the same that would be great too.  If we have elk cos-
tumes we could certainly tail the entry with one or two folks dressed as zookeepers or maintenance workers with shovels and 
gunny sacks......  :)  Get creative, OK? 

 

 

PARADE AFTER PARTY!!!!  Come to the clubhouse after - we have a bunch of leftover frozen dogs and burgers and we'll 
have a pot luck to top off the day - with the club supplying the hotdogs and burgers.  Bring a side dish and come enjoy the ca-
maraderie of a group who's just called every elk within 5 miles into downtown Orting. 

 

See you there!!!! 

Thank you to Kathy Sykora for taking on keeping our on line calendar updated!  You're a life 
saver Kathy - that is such an important tool for everyone to keep up on what's going on at 
the club - THANK YOU!!! 

THANK YOU'S...... 
 
A BIG THANK YOU to Alex Babchanik, Taras Brudnyy, Jim Kostelecky and Bob McDaniel for cutting brush and 
trees under the power lines at the July 30th work party!!!  This will hopefully keep PSE / BPA from leveling 
the upper course. 
 
Also a BIG THANK YOU from the board to Rand Dobbins for acting as Project Lead for getting a much needed 
bale replacement project done.  Without a Range Director, we couldn't do it without someone stepping in!!  
Please step up when the time comes to help Rand out! (announcements will be forthcoming....) 
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PEOPLE ARE DOING THINGS!! 

1) Don Morrison is going to work on coming up with some type of fun archery games for the Friday night of the con-
vention.  Thanks Don!!! 

2) Rick Douville painted a FITA target on the white roof of the clubhouse - the part of the roof that's so visible from 
the road.  

3) Oren King is working on the riding lawn mower.  Thanks Oren!!! 

 

Skookum Rangers Archery Achievement Group is kicking off the fall quarter this Tuesday night  9/13 at 7 PM!!!! 

This is an adult and junior combined archery program, so families, kids, and adults who are Skookum Archers members are all welcome. 

Skookum's education equipment will be available for rental if interested archers need it ($5 / night)!  More info is on the Skookum Rang-
ers bulletin board in the clubhouse. 

Here’s the schedule for the first quarter’s practices – 7-8 PM on Tuesdays.  Head coach is currently Intermediate Archery Instructor Kelly 
Loney but on certain nights guest coaches will step in.   

You can join any time, fee will be pro-rated - Carl Ricks is handling memberships to the Rangers: 

 9/13 – kick off – signups, introductions, fee payment ($20 / quarter), lanyard handouts, practice 

9/20 – practice with guest coach World Champ Archer Sean Elza!! 

9/27 & 10/4 – practice 

10/11 – first official scoring round – earn your first pin! 

10/18 & 10/25 – practice* 

10/29 – Rangers Archers enjoy the Halloween Shoot together! 

Canine Agenda Item 

A proposition has come up regarding making a rule prohibiting dogs in the clubhouse.  The board ultimately makes decisions 
regarding policy and rules but would like to hear members’ thoughts on allowing or not allowing dogs in the clubhouse.  Please 
call the club line with your comments (770-4177) or email me, Kelly Loney, at skookum.comm@gmail.com.  This subject will be 
on our October’s meeting agenda, so please provide any comments prior to the second Monday in October.  Thank you! 

 

 

Range Rules Violations 

On another note – there’s been an increase in dog poop around the range – please remember to pick up after your dog!  Don’t 
ruin it for everyone else – if it keeps up the logical result is dogs will be banned from the range altogether.  The range safety 
rules state that dogs will be leashed and cleaned up after. 

 

On yet another note, broadheads have recently been used in the walk throughs.  We are self policed (“This club is policed by 
its membership and all members are authorized to enforce club rules.”) so if you see an archer in the walk through feel free to 
do an “arrow check” on the premise that we’ve had issues.  Anyone with broadheads in their quivers in the walk throughs have 
violated range rules and must leave the range immediately. 
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Great Northwest Archery  253.841.0991 

Your Full Service Pro Shop On Site at Skookum Archers 
Indoor shooting range, full service pro shop, featuring Hoyt, Strother, PSE and Martin / Rytera bows. Tons of accessories 
and lessons available. Fuse Accessories, Easton and Beman Arrows, Carter and Scott Releases, and much much more! 

TO HUNTERS – remember to submit your success stories and pictures 
to Andy (aaludwig@comcast.net) for the next newsletter and Kurt Al-
len (klgallen87@msn.com) for the year end club big game awards!! 

aaludwig@comcast.net
klgallen87@msn.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 

 

1 

Thursday Night  

Archery 6:30 PM 

2 

 

3 

4 

SCA Trad Shoot 

1:00 PM 

5 

 

6 

JOAD 7-8 PM 

7 

4H  Meeting 

7-9PM 

8 

Thursday Night  

Archery 6:30 PM 

 

 

9 10 

 

11 

9-11 Attack  

Remembered 

 

SCA Trad Shoot 

1:00 PM 

12 

 

13 

JOAD 7-8 PM 

14 

4H  Meeting 

7-9PM 

15 

Thursday Night 

Archery 6:30 PM 

 

 

 

16 17 

 

18 

 

SCA Trad Shoot 

1:00 PM 

19 

 

20 

JOAD 7-8 PM 

21 

4H  Meeting 

7-9PM 

22 

Thursday Night 

Archery 6:30 PM 

 

 

23 

 

24 

 

25 

SCA Trad Shoot 

1:00 PM 

26 27 

JOAD 7-8 PM 

28 

4H  Meeting 

7-9PM 

29 

Thursday Night 

Archery 6:30 PM 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

SEPTEMBER ARCHERY ACTIVITIES 

Please logon at www.skookumarchers.com for any additional changes to the calendar 

T H E  SM O K E  S I G N A L  
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PRESIDENT 

Bryan Dissen (253) 882-9673 

mightybison@yahoo.com 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

Kelly Loney (253) 353-5243 

knkloney@comcast.net 

SECRETARY 

Candice Reifschneider (253) 446-7330 

info@skookumarchers.com 

TREASURER 

Michael Ros (253) 964-3030 

treasurer@skookumarchers.com 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Andy Ludwig (253) 736-4071 

aaludwig@comcast.net 

ACTIVITIES 

Steve Allen 

SkookumActivities@gmail.com 

HUNTING 

Kurt Allen (253) 445-9802 

hunting@skookumarchers.com 

TOURNAMENT 

Vacant 

 

 

RANGE 

Vacant 

 

GROUNDS 

Pat Fernandez (253)-927-9741 

pkenof@hotmail.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2011 

The monthly Board of Directors Meeting and Mem-
bers Meeting are held the second Monday of every 
month at 5:30 PM and 6:30 PM, respectively.  If you 
would like an issue to be brought up or need time on 
the agenda please contact a board member and we 

will get you on the agenda. 

The deadline for submissions to the Smoke Signal is the 
21st of the preceding month. The exception is any late-
breaking important news pertaining to the club. 

A big thanks goes out to Mike Ballard! He has been diligently cutting 
down old rotten trees to make or range safer and we now have a big 
stockpile of neatly stacked firewood to burn at the Halloween shoot and 
other shoots this winter! Thanks Mike!! 

Adaptive Archery Program with Metro Parks 

 

The adaptive archery program for warriors in transition, vets and the pub-
lic is starting to really get going, after a period of sketchy attendance fol-
lowing a change from Thursdays to Tuesdays.  The agreement has now 
been signed with Parks, Parks is in the process of buying their own starter 
equipment, (the transitional warrior program had equipment too), Skoo-
kum’s now an official contractor for Parks, and things are looking good for 
this program at this point.  George Cribbs is instrumental in keeping this 
program going and I want to thank him publicly for sticking with it through 
those times we weren’t sure it was going to “fly”.  Parker Ayers, the Parks 
rep, is a pleasure to work with and has been the middle man between sev-
eral groups and institutions to make this thing happen and somehow has 
juggled it all into place.  Adaptive Archery runs Tuesdays from 1:30 PM – 
3:00 PM – if you can come help coach these great men and women please 
join in….it’s very, very rewarding.  Contact Kelly at 253-353-5243 if you’re 
interested in helping.  We especially need anyone who’s helped para-
archers! 

mailto:SkookumActivities@gmail.com


Skookum Archers Club and Range 
11209 Shaw Road East 

P.O. Box 732107 
Puyallup, WA 98373 

EVENT CALENDAR  

Sep 24 Pasting Party at the clubhouse  10-3 

Oct 8th  Great Northwest 3D Fun Shoot 

Oct 21-23  WSAA Convention—We are Hosting! 

Oct 29 Skookum Halloween Shoot 

Target Assignments: Active Members are responsible for maintaining a target area. IF YOU 
5hbΩ¢ Ybh² ¸h¦w ¢!wD9¢ !{{LDba9b¢Σ ¢I9¸ !w9 th{¢95 hb ¢I9 .¦[[9¢Lb .h!w5 Lb 
THE CLUBHOUSE AND WILL BE ON THE WEBSITE SOON IF ALL ELSE FAILS, CONTACT THE 
CLUB VICE-PRESIDENT KELLY LONEY. We are responsible for replacing Target Faces when 
needed, picking-up trash in your shooting lane, and reporting maintenance that needs to be 
done to the Range or Grounds Chair, especially be aware of low hanging branches or any dan-
gerous trees and reporting any range work (target shed, shooting bales or shooting stakes) 
that needs to be done to the Range Chair. Replacement target location will be disclosed dur-
ing orientation. Please do not replace targets until they need it; typically this means that the 
center scoring area is shot out. Also, we can all pitch in on replacing the target faces on the 
flat range. Thanks for working together :) 

Club Line: (253) 770-4177 
www.skookumarchers.com 
info@skookumarchers.com 

 
Andy Ludwig, Editor 


